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Application/Control Number: 10/037,062 p age ' 
Art Unit: 1722 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . Claims 1 -7 and 9- 1 3 are allowed over the prior art of record. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

DeSantis (4,573,895) discloses an apparatus for compacting powder material, comprising 
a die body made of extra hard material such as carbide (col. 4, lines 38-40) fitted in a die holder 
(12) made of tool steel or of metal carbide (col. 4, lines 30-31) forming a cylindrical cavity (32), 
a couple of punches (34, 98); wherein the cavity is slightly taper at one end (col. 8, lines 2-4). 

However, DeSantis fails to disclose a coating layer in the mold cavity and a die holder, 
which is made of a composition comprising, at ratio by mass of 0.2-0.6 % carbon, 0.15 to 1.2% 
silicon; 1.2% or less of manganese; 0.03% or less of phosphorus; 0.03% or less of sulfur; 0.4 to 
5.5% chromium; at least one of 0.25 to 3.5% nickel, 0.2 to 3.0% molybdenum, 1.0 to 10% 
tungsten, 2.2% or less of vanadium and 3.8 to 4.5% cobalt; and the balance iron. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

3 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thu Khanh T. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272-1 136. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Friday, 6:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wanda L Walker can be reached on 571-272-1 151. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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